
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 
The Board will be raffling off 10 poinsettia plants to brighten up your house on December 12th, 
at 10:00am.  Members will be invited via Zoom to see if your name gets drawn.  All members 

names will go into a hat.  If you are the lucky winner, look for an Elf to deliver it to your house.  
Members need not be present. 

Happy Holidays from LCMP 
 

Meet our New 2021 Officers and Board 
 

Officers 
Vickie Wancho – President 

Sandy Monk – Vice President 
Mindy Sivright -Secretary 

Ghislaine DeKoning – Treasurer 
 

Board Members 
Betsy Faitz 

Jennifer Friel 
Lynn Goodell 
Mike Mahan 
Val Weber 

Brittany Houghtaling 
Debi Neuman – member at large 
Sam Turskey – member at large 

  
If you have any membership questions or concerns, please feel comfortable to contact any officer  

and we will help however we can. 

 

Congratulations to Bobbie Gordon on becoming a new member of LCMP! 



Letter from The President: 
 
As I sit here and think about my last President’s letter and what to say, I have time to reflect on so much from 

this past year and the year before.   This year was like no other year before or possibly yet to come.  There were 

ups and there were downs, at times challenging, but thru it all we adapted to change, accepted the “new norm” 

and learned to do things slightly modified. The LCMP board is now quite adept at thinking outside the box, 

meeting via Zoom and even able to hold a General Meeting with a guest speaker who in turn had all of us up 

and stretching virtually.   

This year there were no parades, LCMP horse show, fall ride, play day, tack/craft fair or holiday party.  It was 

disappointing with having so many cancelations, but through it all, we laughed, rode and enjoyed each other’s 

friendships.  The club managed to get in most of the scheduled trail rides even a last ride of the season at the 

beginning of November. The weather generally is rainy and cold, but this year we were blessed with a beautiful 

day and a pair of bald eagle sightings.  Each of the trail rides were well attended both by members and by 

several guests. Oh, and yes, the most important thing that comes with each trail ride, lots of yummy good food. 

Hey and how about those T-Shirts the board gave out to the members, “We rode through 2020” depicting a 

“Covid” horse?  Yes, that we sure did, rode thru 2020 all while practicing the COVID protocol.   Another 

activity LCMP had this year was the Bonfire and S’mores evening. So much fun with friends was had and there 

were some very creative ways in the making of s’mores going on that night.   Can’t get any better than that.   

None of the activities that LCMP had or did would have been at all remotely possible without the dedication 

and incredible hard work of the 2020 LCMP board.  Vickie Wancho, Mindy Sivright, Ghislaine deKoning, 

Betsy Faitz, Brittany Houghtaling, Mike Mahan, Sandy Monk, Lynn Goodell and Jennifer Friel you all are 

just awesome and rocked it this year despite the limitations put in place with the pandemic!!!  I can’t begin to 

thank you enough for the time that each of you gave to the club and the support during this unprecedented year.  

The trail rides as well as the activities were successful, well attended, fun and enjoyable due to each of you, the 

2020 board.  Also, thank you LCMP club members for your patience and understanding as the board made so 

many hard decisions to cancel events this year. Canceling events was not an easy thing for the board to do.  This 

board took “lemons and made some awesome lemonade”!!! 

Outside the air has turned crisp and chilly and the first “measurable” snow has fallen.  In a few short weeks, 

winter will officially be upon us and a new year will begin.  December 19 would have been our last official 

Posse event of the year, the festive holiday party with dancing, the infamous centerpiece raffle and a delicious 

buffet.  Due to the restrictions of the pandemic, that too has been cancelled as it is not safe for us to gather to 

celebrate.   With all that is being said and done, what will 2021 be like?  No one can predict.    2021 LCMP 

Board President, Vickie Wancho, the 2021 LCMP Board will, I am sure have new adventures in store for the 

club in the coming year.    
 In closing, I borrowed the following from last year’s president’s letter, as I feel it is befitting for this year….    “Winter 
maybe harsh and at times brutal.  Winter teaches us a lesson in life that no matter how difficult the situation may be, we 
need to keep moving forward.  We need to live our lives to the fullest as life is too short.  Enjoy and appreciate each new 
day.   Be thankful for the blessings that are bestowed upon each and every one of us no matter how small or large. 
Celebrate the magic of the season even though different from years before.  I wish you all and your families, a very 
Happy, Healthy and Merry Holiday Season.  Here is to a bright 2021 and to where the trails may lead us”.   

 

Happy Holidays, 

Debi Neuman 

2019/2020 LCMP President 

***The Horse Has a Beautiful Spirit That Calls Our Hearts to Dream*** 
 

 
 
 
 
 



***NOTICE of CANCELLATION of the LCMP Holiday Party *** 
 

The Lake County Mounted Posse’s Board regrets to inform you, that due to the insurgence of Covid-19 in 
Illinois and the strict restrictions in place for gatherings, it has been decided to cancel the 2020 Lake County 
Mounted Posse Holiday Party to have been held at the Antioch Moose Lodge on Saturday, December 19. 
As news media reports the positivity rates escalating in Illinois, strict mitigations have been put in place for no 
social gatherings at meeting rooms, banquet centers, private party rooms, private clubs and country clubs. Even 

though the party is a few weeks away, the statistics and reports show that there won’t be enough of a decline 
in COVID cases for there to be a reversal of the current mitigation procedures. In addition, we do not want to 
put our members or guests at risk.   The board really had no choice but to cancel.   
There are a few things that traditionally happen at our holiday party.  One is the passing of the President’s 
gavel to the new President and two the welcoming of associates as full members into the club.  The board felt 
that these were important traditions that we needed to uphold.  So, with that, it was decided that at some 
future date and time, when it is deemed safe to gather again, the passing of the gavel and the official 
welcoming of Bobbie Gordon in as a full member will take place. 
 Another “tradition” or rather friendly completion that we all can’t wait for each year, is the raffling off of the 
beautifully appointed centerpieces that Betsy Faitz has so graciously made for our Holiday Parties.  Though it 
won’t be the gorgeous Betsy centerpieces this year, the board will be raffling off some poinsettia plants none 
the less.  Each LCMP member will have his or her name placed in a bucket and the board will pull names via an 
arranged Zoom call.  Plants will be delivered or pick-up time and place arranged for the winners of the 
poinsettias.  Members may join the zoom call the day of the drawing.  The names of the winners will be 
posted on the LCMP Facebook page after the drawing.  No need to worry, we will contact all winners and 
make sure that the poinsettias are received.   
 
Happy Holidays, 
Lake County Mounted Posse Board 

 
 

Trail Ride News and Protocol 
 
Because of the COVID-19 virus, a new protocol with the serving of food is necessary.  The Posse will supply 
the beverages of water, pop and tea, as usual. The food that is served will need to be individually packaged or 
served behind the table by the Host, who will be wearing a mask and gloves.  So, if you bring a dessert like 
brownies, cut them into individual serving sizes and put them in little baggies for our members to pick up 
without handling the pan.  In addition, single serve snacks like chips, granola bars, cookies and other similar 
items are acceptable choices to have. The board is also asking that masks be worn while you are in line to get 
your food and to try to keep 6 feet distance from one another. The board understands that this is a pain, but we 
want our events to continue and to keep our members as safe as possible.  
We will not have coffee and donuts in the morning, so plan accordingly.   If you choose to bring something to 
share, please make sure that it is individually wrapped.   We are learning like everyone else, of the protocol to 
hosting an event. 
The Posse Board will have hand sanitizer, sanitizing wipes and gloves to keep things clean.  We can’t wait 
to see you all. Let’s ride and have fun!!!   
 
Vickie Wancho 
2020 LCMP - Trail Ride Chairperson 
 
 
 



 

 
Look What We’ve Been Up To! 

 

     
 

     
 

   
 

We had a beautiful day for the LCMP last official trail ride and general meeting of 2020!!! The weather was 

perfect and we had a fantastic member turnout. For lunch, Jordan grilled hamburgers (he did a great job!) 

and we had chips, plus yummy cookies baked by Betsy Faitz and brownie baked by Debi Neuman.  Thanks 

to Vickie Wancho and Sandy Monk for hosting.   And thank you to all who attended! As everyone was 

cleaning up and leaving, we saw two bald eagles flying overhead! 
 
 

Please Renew Your Membership for 2021 

 

Send your Membership renewal and signed Waiver to: 

Mindy Sivright 

937 Queens Lane 

Glenview, Illinois 6002 

http://crown-heart.deviantart.com/art/Chibi-Horse-162483296
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Some Fun Posse History 
 

 
 

This picture was taken sometime after 1993. It is from one of the Posse's first years appearing in the 
Grayslake. Ill. Parade. Pictured is Betsy Faitz (past president and secretary and board member), 
John Lamont (RIP), Carol (Milling) Sandal, now living in Idaho with her husband Knute Sandal, fire 
Marshall, and past member Gail Jacobson.  Betsy and Carol were instrumental in starting the parade 
unit back up. After a long absences....the rest is history...the club has enjoyed participating in parades 
since then.   
We don't know what 2021 will bring for the parade unit...we will keep you all updated. 

 

 

We have a new email address! 
lakecountymountedposse1957@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

 
WEBSITE and FB INFORMATION 

www.lcmp.info 
bhoughtaling1248@gmail.com 

 

For our Facebook page and our website, please send to us pictures from your rides or other activities you have 
done this summer.  We want all members and potential members to see what we are up to and that the club is 
still riding and active.  If you are planning, spur of the moment, to go out and ride the trails, send us a message 
and we will post it on Facebook.  The board voted that it doesn’t have to be a LCMP sponsored event to post 
this on our Facebook page.  Some members may not be able to join a club ride but may have the time to ride 

at another time.  This is also a way to stay connected with our members and to not have to ride alone. 
 

http://www.lcmp.info/
mailto:bhoughtaling1248@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Deaths_in_2016/Archive_1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


HP LazerArt LLC  
 

  
 

Founded in 2012, HB LaserArt LLC set out with the core value of providing high quality products at affordable prices to 
organizations across the Nation. This core value has enabled William and Heide Mielke to build valuable relationships 
over the past 8 years including contracts with US Government agencies. 

HB LaserArt specializes in awards, trophies, and personalized items all the while representing some of the largest 
suppliers of these products in the United States. From big to small, all orders receive the same attention to detail and 
customer service is second to none! 

HB LaserArt has some deep-rooted connections within the Equine industry but the Lake County Mounted Posse is 
closest to their heart. When visiting the website, www.LaserArtUSA.com, Posse members can navigate to the Shop area 
and are greeted with a dedicated category. All products listed feature the Club logo and special discounted prices! 
Purchases can be shipped, dropped off at a Club event, or picked up at our store located in Kenosha, WI. 

 
 

Posse Wear 

 
The link for Besco can be found on our website is www.lcmp.info and you can find a link here to easily make 

your purchases.  
 

 

 

 

Annies Jams and Jellies 
 

Message from Anie Weiler: 
 

“If anyone needs some jam, they can contact Ghislaine deKoning. The jam(s) will be outside on her table with a 
separate jar for payment. If they live near me, they could come to my house and in the back, I will have their 

order on the table. See you soon, Anie Weiler” 
 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 

At this time, we do not anything planned for December, but keep an eye on your email 
because the board is working hard and planning fun, safe, get togethers for this winter 
and spring!!! 

If you have any ideas to contribute, we would love to hear from you!!! 
 

http://www.laserartusa.com/
http://www.lcmp.info/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                

 

 

2021 LCMP APPLICATION / RENEWAL & RELEASE FORM 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

( If an Associate - Sponsor’s Name)_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number (home):  _________________   Cell Number: ___________________________ 

Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

City: __________________________________________________  State: ___________   Zip: _____________________________  

E-Mail address (PRINT CLEARLY): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you do NOT wish to have your name, address, phone number, or email listed in our club directory, please indicate here what you 

DO NOT want listed:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you permit contact information above to be emailed to membership for proofing?          Yes              No    

How many horses does your family currently own? _______ 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 

The newsletter is available 24/7 via our website…www.lcmp.info.  and is emailed to the address you provide.  

HARD COPY of the monthly newsletter will no longer be mailed.  IF you DON’T have internet access please specify         here:   

_______________.  Our secretary will contact you to make arrangements to get the newsletter to you. 

 

Family membership including dependent children under the age of 21......................................$70.00 

Single membership including member’s dependent* children under the age of 21 AND including 

companion.......$70.00 

Associate membership (family or single details as above) …………………………………………………………$70.00 

* Dependent children defined as unmarried & living at home. 

MAKE PAYMENT TO:  LAKE COUNTY MOUNTED POSSE 

SEND TO SECRATARY: Mindy Sivright   937 Queens Lane, Glenview, Ill. 60025 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Posse functions are volunteer dependent.  Please indicate below where you would be interested in volunteering: 

 

 TACK SALE_________________________________________ 

 HORSE SHOW _______________________________________ 

 CLINICS ____________________________________________ 

 PLAYDAYS__________________________________________ 

 PARADES ___________________________________________ 

 SPONSOR TRAIL RIDE ________________________________ 

 FALL RIDE __________________________________________ 

 GUEST SPEAKERS ___________________________________ 

 CHRISTMAS PARTY __________________________________ 

 Interested in learning about serving as Officer or Director                   

   



RELEASE, WAIVER, HOLD HARMLESS, AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT  

The undersigned, as a Participant/Spectator/Visitor/Guest/Client (collectively “Participant”), on his/her own behalf and, if applicable, as the 

Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s) of a minor Participant (minor included as “Participant”), for good and valuable consideration, agrees to the following terms 

and conditions of this Release, Waiver, Hold Harmless, and Indemnification Agreement (“Agreement”):  

1. Assumption of Risk and Waiver: Participant understands and accepts the risks of engaging in Equine Activities, while mounted or unmounted, as 

well as merely being near a horse, mule, or pony (collectively “equine”), including: (i) The propensity of an equine to behave in ways that may result 

in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them; (for example: jump, run, kick, buck, bolt, spin, rear up, strike, bite, etc.); (ii) The unpredictability 

of an equine's reaction to sounds (for example: machinery, equipment, doors opening and closing, snow and ice falling, rain, wind, thunder, voices, 

etc.), sudden movement, and unfamiliar objects, persons, other animals, or other things; (iii) Certain hazards such as surface and subsurface conditions; 

(iv) Collisions with other equines or objects; and (v) The potential of a participant to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to Participant 

or others, such as failing to maintain control over the animal, not acting within his or her ability, or riding while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

Participant agrees that engaging in equine activities under this Agreement includes, but is in no way limited to, those defined in the Illinois Equine 

Activity Liability Act, as well as riding another’s equine, petting, leading, driving, feeding, watching, transporting, and otherwise interacting with or 

merely being in the vicinity of equines (“Equine Activities”). Participant understands the injuries, death, loss (both personal and property), and property 

damage that may result from the accepted risks of engaging in Equine Activities or just being near an equine, that equines are powerful and have the 

potential to be dangerous, even without warning, and that the risks listed in this Agreement are just a sampling and Participant is not relying on Released 

Parties (as defined below) to list all possible equine-related risks. Participant therefore agrees, on his/her own behalf and on behalf of his/her minor 

Participant, that he/she understands and agrees to assume the risks and dangers inherent in Equine Activities, agrees to at all times to be responsible for 

Participant’s personal safety, remain financially responsible for Participant’s medical expenses, and waives Participant’s right to any claims arising 

from participation in or observation of any Equine Activities, riding a horse belonging to Participant or someone else, whether on or off the property 

where the horse is stabled and/or transported to, being near an equine, or merely being present on real property owned, leased, rented, borrowed, visited, 

organized upon, trail riding across, or otherwise occupied by Lake County Mounted Posse, and its respective officers, directors, guarantors, indemnitors, 

agents, employees, volunteers, independent contractors, guests, visitors, invitees, trainers, organizers, guides, and others acting on their behalf 

(collectively “Released Parties”) regardless of whether or not Participant’s presence on such real property is related to equines or Equine Activities.  

2. Release, Hold Harmless, Indemnification: Participant agrees to release and hold Released Parties harmless for any illness, injury, death, damage, 

or other loss (collectively “Loss”) incurred, by Participant, or to Participant’s property, unless caused by Released Parties’ willful and wanton 

misconduct. Participant agrees to indemnify Released Parties against any Loss sustained or suffered by any third party, whether caused by Participant 

directly or indirectly, and which includes reimbursement of Released Parties’ attorneys’ fees.  

3. Governing Law and Time Limitation: This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois. All 

disputes relating to the interpretation and enforcement of this Agreement shall be resolved exclusively by the state court in Lake County, Illinois. The 

parties hereto hereby submit to the jurisdiction and venue of the Court for such purpose. Participant agrees that any and all claims and/or causes of 

action for Loss by Participant against the Released Parties must be brought within one (1) year of the date accrued and any claim for personal property 

Loss is limited to $500.00 (Five Hundred Dollars).  

4. Attorneys' Fees: Participant agrees to reimburse Released Parties for any and all attorneys' fees and costs incurred by Released Parties in enforcing 

the terms of this Agreement and/or in defending or prosecuting any claims or causes of action involving, or in any way relating to, Participant.  

5. Participant Certification: Participant certifies that he/she has read this entire Agreement and understands, agrees, and intends on his/her own behalf, 

and on behalf of minor Participant, spouse, heirs, agents, representatives, relatives, successors, and assigns, to be bound by all of the terms and 

conditions contained herein.  

WARNING UNDER THE EQUINE ACTIVITY LIABILITY ACT, EACH PARTICIPANT WHO ENGAGES IN AN EQUINE ACTIVITY 

EXPRESSLY ASSUMES THE RISKS OF ENGAGING IN AND LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR INJURY, LOSS, OR DAMAGE TO 

PERSON OR PROPERTY RESULTING FROM THE RISK OF EQUINE ACTIVITIES  
 

Signature required by all members, companions, and dependents. 
(Participant signing on own behalf and as Add’l Parent/Legal Guardian of Minor Participant) 

 

Signature                                                                             Print Name                                                               Date 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


